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Update on Court Security and Emergency Preparedness
The Supreme Court Committee

on Security and Emergency
Preparedness met twice in March.
The first meeting was a subcom-
mittee meeting, chaired by Rep.
Steve Harrelson, that discussed
developing a statewide “best prac-
tices” manual for court
security/emergency preparedness.
When completed, the manual will
be a tool for the courts to use to
develop, design, and modify their
security plans and programs.

At their full committee meeting,
Carolyn Ortwein with the National
Center for State Courts was the
guest speaker.  A number of  issues

were discussed and voted on by the
Committee members: 

1.  Every court facility has to
have a Court Security Plan submit-
ted by July 1, 2008.  That date was
moved from the original April 1st
date to allow more time for the
local committees to develop a bet-
ter document.

2.  Every court facility has to
have an Emergency Response Plan
submitted by July 1st as well.  That
date remained the same because
the Committee approved a tem-
plate developed by Pete
Hollingsworth, Director of
Security and Emergency

Preparedness, that will relieve some
of the burden of the local commit-
tees as they develop both plans.

3.  The Committee voted to
award an additional $2,000 to each
county that completes the two
plans by the July 1st date.  

4.  The Committee approved a
set of training guidelines for the
Court Security Officer program.
The guidelines require a minimum
of 12 hours of instruction.  

For further information,
contact Pete Hollingsworth,
Administrative Office of the
Courts, (501) 682-9400,
pete.hollingsworth@arkansas.gov 

eJuror Project Being Developed

The ACAP Jury Team recently met with repre-
sentatives from ACS, Inc., for a joint application
development session.  The purpose of the meet-
ing was to go through the development process
and develop Arkansas specific requirements for
the ACS eJuror software. ACS, Inc. is Affiliated
Computer Services, Inc. based in Lexington,
Kentucky.  The company is the software vendor
Arkansas uses for the Juror Program.

Once in place, the eJuror software application
will allow Arkansans to interact online with the
courts when they are summoned for jury duty.
Prospective jurors will be able to fill out the
qualifications and questionnaire sections of the
jury summons.

AOC Staff involved with the eJuror project include (L. to R.) Jack Garvey-
Website Coordinator, Bonnie Kenney-Jury Functional Specialist, Michael
Tobias-Assistant Website Coordinator, Ross Douglas-Database
Administrator-Assistant/ACAP and Stacey Cardin-Database
Administrator/ACAP. Not pictured-Susan Yarbro-Project Manager/ACAP
and Neal Farris-Jury Technical Analyst.
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The primary and non partisan
election this year will be held on
May 20th, with a runoff scheduled
for June 10th if necessary.  

Contested judicial races for
circuit and appellate judges are as
follows: 

Circuit Judge:

District 01, Div. 02, Subdistrict
1.2
Todd Murray and Judge Richard
Proctor
District 01, Div. 5, At Large
Anne Beane Hudson and Preston
Hicky
District 05, Div.01
Bill Pearson and Ken Hodges
District 06, Div. 09, At Large
Judge Mary McGowan and Cecily
Patterson Skarda
District 06, Div. 11, Subdistrict
6.2
Cathi Compton, Melinda Gilbert,
and Jewel “Cricket” Harper
District 08-North, Div. 02
Judge Duncan Culpepper and
Keith Wood
District 09-East, Div. 01
Robert McCallum and Judge John
Thomas
District 10, Div. 02, At Large
Sara M. Hartness, Andrew Walter
Best, and Kenny Johnson
District 11-West, Div. 06, At Large
Maxie G. Kizer and State Rep.
Earnest E. Brown, Jr.
District 12, Div. 01
Judge Stephen Tabor and Robert
Ellis Yoes
District 14, Div. 01
Sen. Shawn A. Womack, Gail
Campbell, and Chris Carter

Contested Judicial Races
for May 20th PrimaryThe Justice Building marathon

group has brought home more
medals from the Little Rock
Marathon.  Although injuries side-
lined a number of Justice Building
participants this year, there were
still six medal winners for the 2008
“Six in the City” marathon.  For
the half marathon (13.1 miles)
John Stewart, Jennifer Taylor,
Shannon Hall, Carol Roddy and
Terri Hays finished, and congratu-
lations to Donna Gay for finishing
the entire marathon (26.2 miles).
What a feat!

Now on to another challenge for
Justice Building employees.
Eighteen from the building have
signed up for the “Blue and You
Fitness Challenge”, sponsored by
Arkansas Blue Cross and Blue
Shield and the Arkansas
Department of Health.

The goal of the Blue and You
Fitness Challenge is to encourage
physical activity. It is a contest dur-
ing which employees or members
of organizations participate in eligi-
ble exercises (cardiovascular

Justice Building Athletes “On The Move” Again
focused) for a three-month period
(March 1 – May 31).The Blue and
You Fitness Challenge Web site
provides employers and organiza-
tions the means to set up a group
and track participant progress
online. 

Participants exercise along a vir-
tual United States route through
30 checkpoints, advancing to the
next checkpoint by satisfying one
30-minute exercise requirement
(daily). To stay on track and suc-
cessfully complete the program in
the three-month time period, par-
ticipants should exercise at least 3
times per week for 10 of the almost
14 weeks. The exercises designated
for the contest include walking,
running/jogging, swimming/water
aerobics, bicycling, aerobics, aero-
bic machines, and court sports.
The program  includes large and
small groups representing banks,
businesses, churches, schools, col-
leges and universities, government
agencies, hospitals, physician
offices and other health-care
groups. Go Justice Building Team!

Proudly displaying their Little Rock Marathon medals: (L. to R.) Teri Hays, John
Stewart, Shannon Hall, Donna Gay, Jennifer Taylor and Carol Roddy.



Justice Building
Going “Green”

In a directive to the employees
in the Justice Building, Chief
Justice Hannah, on behalf of the
Supreme Court, stated support of
efforts by the employees to
“become more environmentally
responsible, economically efficient,
and creating a healthier environ-
ment in which to work.”

In these efforts, the employees
have begun working with Pulaski
County Solid Waste Management,
the Arkansas Dept. of
Environmental Quality, and the
Arkansas Building Authority, to
develop a recycling program for the
many stacks of court briefs that in
the past have routinely gone to the
dump. This could easily amount to
approximately 10 bins every two
weeks; a bin being equal to the size
used in LR for residential trash
pick up.

A non-profit business in
Conway has agreed to place collec-
tion bins with the Justice Building
offices to gather these materials.
The business will transport them
offsite where their clients will pull
the plastic comb binders, sort any
colored paper and recycle the white
paper contents. The same Conway
business has agreed to assist the
clerk’s office in clearing out over
8000 volumes of out-dated statute
books currently
housed in a ware-
house. These will
have the binders cut

off and the white paper recycled.
The state of Arkansas has a law

that requires state agencies to recy-
cle (Act 749 of 1991). White paper
bins are being purchased for the
court offices.  Routine white paper
from individual desks are being
placed in this container.

How to properly discard alu-
minum cans and newspapers is
being addressed as well.
Newspapers can be put in the same
bins as the court briefs. Also, news-
papers in the AOC are being
bound with twine and employees
are taking sets of them home to
place in their own recycling bins.
Aluminum cans are currently being
collected by a church youth group.
An organized program for plastic
water bottles has not been estab-
lished as of yet.

On a personal basis, easy things
individuals can do to live greener
include: Change out light bulbs to
compact fluorescent bulbs in your
home; use tote bags for your gro-
ceries; support local farmers;
unplug anything that glows, such
as cell phone chargers; get your
name off junk mail lists by register-
ing with the Direct Marketing
Association’s Mail Preference
Service (Dmaconsumers.org); and
combine all your errands into a

single trip. 
(Arkansas Green
Guide 2008).

District 15, Div. 01
Judge Jerry Don Ramey, Judge
Brian K. Mueller, and Howard
Yates
District 17, Div. 01
Tom Hughes and Mark Derrick
District 19-East, Div. 01
Judge Alan Epley and Kent Crow
District 19-West, Div. 01
Robin Green and Jim Johnson
District 19-West, Div. 06
Ray Bunch and Judge Doug
Schrantz
District 20, Div. 02
Judge Mike Maggio and John J.
Petruccelli
District 20, Div. 05
David Hogue, Lynn Frank
Plemmons and Judge Rhonda Kay
Wood
District 22, Div. 01
Bobby McCallister and Brent
Standridge
District 22, Div. 04
Robert Herzfeld, Paul White, and
Hayward Battle
District 23, Div. 01
Chuck Graham and Judge Barbara
Elmore
District 23, Div. 02
Pros. Attorney Lona Horn
McCastlain and Judge Phillip
Whiteaker

Court of Appeals

Associate Judge, District 03,
Position 02
Courtney Henry and Ron Williams
Associate Judge, District 06,
Position 01
Judge Rita Gruber and Court of
Appeals Judge Wendell Griffen
Associate Judge, District 07
Eugene Hunt and Judge Waymond
Brown

Contested Races
(continued from page 2)



April
District Judges Spring 24-25
College/District Court Clerks

Annual Mtg. (Little Rock)

June
Spring Judicial College/ 11-13
Judicial Council Mtg.

(Hot Springs)

August
District Court Clerks 15
Certification - Chief Clerks

(Fayetteville)

September
District Judges Fall 25-27
College (Fort Smith)

Trial Court Assistants
6th Circuit (Fox) - Christie Greer
replaces Trudy Jacobson.

6th Circuit (Moore) - Julie Moory
replaces Patricia Brady.

Court Reporters
11th Circuit (Wyatt) - Jerry
Lawson is the Court Reporter.

New faces in the Judiciary CALENDAR

Friends of the Court
Administrative Office of the Courts
Justice Building/625 Marshall
Little Rock, AR 72201

Friends of the Court
is a 

bi-monthly publication by 
the Arkansas Administrative

Office of the Courts.
Contributions, 

comments, and inquiries
are welcome.  

Please submit to
Friends  of the Court, 

A.O.C., Justice Building,
625 Marshall, 

Little Rock, AR 72201.  
Tel. (501) 682-9400.  

Karolyn Bond, Editor.

District Court Clerks
Atkins - Crystal Thacker
replaces Brandi DuVall.

Elkins - Rene Allen
replaces Becky Caler.

Gassville - Christine Johnson
replaces Sheila Vanwormer.

Star City - Tammy Hall
replaces Susan Lane.

City Court Judges
Johnson - Dianne Boyd is the
judge.

Address Correcton Requested

Enjoy
Spring
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